
 
 

Meetings: 2nd  Tuesday of the month.  Time:  11:45A.M.  Place: Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens, Samburu Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

““ TThhee  NNoorrtthhssiiddee””   
 

MMaayy  22001111  
 

Mission Statement 
To continually improve the Jacksonville business 

environment and quality of life in Jacksonville, wh ile 
serving the best interests of our members and the 

North Jacksonville community. 
 
 
 
 
 

���������������������������	
��
�������	
��
�������	
��
�������	
��
����� �������
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Mark Your Calendar  

 

April 26, 2011  
 

Board Meeting 
 

May  10, 2011 
 

Mayoral Forum & Officer of the Quarter 
 

***WE HAVE A NEW CLASSIFIED SECTION ON OUR WEBSITE! ***  
 

Birthdays for May 

Harry Wagner 02 Dewitt Gibbs 03 

Andy Rodgers 08 John Reaves 10 

Glenn Fowler 11 John Allen 14 

John Benso 24 Gerri Jones 25 

    

JoAnn Tredennick 26 Robert Birtalan 30 

Roland Biederer 31   

***We now have a Face Book page!***  

REMEMBER TO WISH YOUR FRIENDS HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Check out our website at:  www.northsidebusinessleaders.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Remember the men and women in the U.S. Armed Forces  in your prayers! 

 

  
 
 

The 2010-2011  OFFICERS 
 
              President: Patricia Hamn 1 st VP: Rev.Ray Turner   2 nd VP:Glenn Fowler  3 rd VP: Michael Fisher 
                                        Chaplain: I saac Jones Secretary/Treasurer: Sandy Gibbs 
                                Sergeant at Arms:Sh annon Elian, Mark Kaleel, Darrell Kelly, & Pepper P ete 

Members 
The price for our luncheons is $15.00. We will no l onger mail the 
newsletter each month, but we will instead Email th e document to all 
members.  If you do not have email, please let us k now and we will 
get you a copy.  We will have copies available at t he luncheon 
meetings and you can pick one up from Sandy.  

 
 

THE FRANCES AND CLYDE  MEMORIAL FUND  
Contributors to Date 

 
John Benso, Bob & Debbie Birtalan, Sidney & Kim Bro ward 
Steve Burnett, Grady Parker, Les Wages, Gary Wallac e 

 
 

 
If you have any exciting news or events to share wi th members, please forward this 
information to Nancy Burnett, Shannon Elian, or Pau l Forte by: 
 

Fax: 904-714-6822 or E-MAIL 
 

gibbssandy62@yahoo.com paf2110@turboaction.com shannon@propvoice.com 

 
This is your Newsletter and we want to share your n ews!  

All of our Club Members are so special.  Please let me know if you have any news for our Member column and keep us apprised of 
any special event or announcement.   

                                                            
 



Member News   
 

Rare Female Bonobo Born at Jacksonville Zoo  
Mother is Oldest Bonobo to Give Birth in North Amer ica 

 

April 26, 2011 – Jacksonville , FL – Officials at Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens announced the birth of 
a rare female bonobo in the Zoo’s Great Apes night house the morning of April 19, 2011.   Lorel, the 
newborn’s mother and the matriarch of the bonobo group, was born April 17, 1969, at the San Diego 
Zoo and first came to the Jacksonville Zoo from the Yerkes National Primate Research Center in 
Atlanta in 1998.  At the age of 42, she is the oldest bonobo to give birth to a viable offspring in North 
America and the third oldest living bonobo in the nation. DNA paternity testing with hair samples will 
be used to certify the identity of the youngster’s father. Mother and infant are doing very well and will 
rotate on exhibit opposite other groups as needed.  The newborn’s name, Baker, was selected by 
Sarah and Brooks Watkins.  The couple, which won the auction at the Zoo’s popular fundraiser, 
ExZOOberation, outbid all others to help support ape care.  They named the bonobo after their son.  

Bonobos were the last of the great apes, which also includes gorillas, chimpanzees, and orangutans, 
to be scientifically described, around 1929.  They are among the most threatened primate species, 
with as few as 20,000 surviving in a single dwindling region of the Democratic Republic of Congo in 
Africa .  There are only about 290 living in less than 20 zoos worldwide.  

 

 

 

 

 

“Baker is a wonderful addition to the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens’ family and a valuable asset to 
the conservation of the species,” said Deputy Director of Conservation and Education Dan Maloney.  
“Bonobos are very special creatures, highly intelligent, highly endangered and thoroughly engaging.  
We are very proud to be one of the few zoos to feature this amazing animal.” 

 

 



 For more than 96 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has been dedicated to inspiring discovery 
and appreciation of wildlife through innovative experience in a caring environment.  Since its 
beginning in 1914, with an animal collection that consisted of only one red deer fawn, the Jacksonville 
Zoo and Gardens has become one of the top zoos in the nation.  It now features more than 1,800 
rare and exotic animals and over 1,000 unique plant species. Preservation of sustainable biodiversity 
is a key mission of the Zoo.  The Zoo is a non-profit organization and an accredited member of the 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums and the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums.  It is open 
year-round, seven-days-a-week, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is located on Jacksonville ’s north 
side at 370 Zoo Parkway, one-half mile east from I-95.  For more information, go to 
jacksonvillezoo.org.  

 
Please remember to pass important events, and infor mation along to us to share with the 
members.  This is your Newsletter and we want to ma ke it about you. 
 
 

Welcome New Members  
 

 
 

Leah Campian 
VyStar 

Branch Manager Main Street 



     

Antoinette Jones 
Member Relationship   

VyStar Credit Union 
Dunn Avenue   

 

T.C. Davis 
Chief Zone 6   

Jacksonville Sheriffs Office 
Dunn Avenue   

 

 

This week, we lost two important people in our city . The first, is Ed Austin, former State 
Attorney & Mayor. The second, is Jessie-Lynne Kerr,  a long time columnist for the Florida 
Times Union. The Northside Business Leaders are pra ying for their families during this 
difficult time. 
 
 
 

 

Farewell Job Corps Building  

 



Past Meetings  
 

April 12, 2011  
 

Shariffa Spicer 
The Guardian Catholic Schools 

 

 
Shariffa Spicer & Ray Turner  

Mrs. Spicer representing “The Guardian Catholic Schools” gave an interesting and informative 
program  and overview of the Guardian program to an enthusiastic gathering. The emphasis was 
directed to all in attendance who care about the education of children. One would hope that everyone 
who heard her presentation had a special understanding of the great need of providing a quality 
education for underprivileged children.  The Guardian program started in 1995 and is providing 
advocacy, resources and governance to St. Pius V and Holy Rosary Catholic Churches. 

Of course these are private schools with no affiliation with the Duval County School system. However 
these students must go on to finish High School in the public school system. 

Some of her points of pride were: 

·       More than 94%  of their students graduate from high school. 

·       An average of 380 students from Jacksonville’s neighborhoods attend the Guardian Schools 

·       Class sizes range from 15 in Pre-K to a maximum of 20 for other grade levels. 

·       More than 85% of the students come from other religious denomination 

Mrs. Spicer referred to “God” very often in her remarks and pointed out that daily prayer is practiced! 
This  author finds that it is strange that Bibles, prayer and other religious activity is not allowed in the 
public school system, but requested in the local and state penal system!  Have the Guardians system 
of education actually gone backwards in order to improve the future? And if so, does a 94% 
graduation rate make a real statement? While this noteworthy point is being made, discipline is also 
included. You just don’t want to square off against a Catholic Nun! 

 



 

We at NSBL have had noteworthy speakers this year but none as sincere and passionate about 
improving the standards of living by providing a great education as was presented by Mrs. Paul 
Spicer, yes Shariffa Spicer is married to the retired Jacksonville Jaguar, and she does not need him 
to promote her cause, SHE IS GREAT ALL BY HERSELF! 

If you snooze you lose! Don’t miss the next meeting in May! 

Ray Turner, First Vice President 

 

                             Shariffa Spicer                                  Ed Fleming introduces Shariffa Spicer 

  

 

 

 

We were joined with our Special Guest...EMILY 

 

 

 



 
                                         

 
President's Letter  

May 2011 
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Shannon’s Spotlight  
 

 April 9, 2011  
 

April's Interview (if you would like to call it that) happened on a bright, and beautiful day in Gainesville. 
A few weeks prior, I approached Paul about the possibility of doing an interview with him. When he 
called back a few days later, he had the idea of filming us in a race car together. While that seemed 
ok, I was made to understand that the car would be moving...very fast. So, I, and my son, went to 
Gainesville so that I could ride in a car very fast, and possibly endanger my life. Tony stored John 
Hancock on speed dial, and off we went.  
 
The track was very exciting. There were race cars everywhere of all types. In the stands, I observed 
many race cars that my neighbors used to have when I was a child. In other words, they were mostly 
from the 1960's and 1970's. The first car Paul ever restored and raced was a 1955 Chevy. He still 
owns this car. I felt safe in the stands, but I was to learn how it felt to have your whole life pass before 
you soon enough. But first, let me give you a little information about Paul Forte & Turbo Action... 
 
Paul worked at Southern Bell after graduating college. One day, a friend asked him to build a 
transmission for him. After finally agreeing to do it, the friend set a national record. Then, another 
person asked him to build a transmission, and another, and another... 
 
In 1970, Paul decided to found Turbo Action. At first, he was working out of the home he shared with 
his wife, Hallie. They planned to use a cubicle that a friend was going to let him rent out, but things 
had picked up so much by then, that they knew they needed a bigger place. He continued working 
out of his home. Up until 1971, he had resisted quitting his job at the phone company. When he did, 
both he and Hallie were confident that Turbo Action would be successful. Turbo Action is now located 
on Owens Road near the Airport. They have continued to grow, and Paul contends there would be no 
Turbo Action without Hallie. 
 
Back at the racetrack...I was to sit in the passenger seat. I was strapped in so that I could not move. 
Paul handed me a helmet to put on, which I did. I was a little nervous, as I was when I flew in a plane 
for the first time. My son asked me if there was anything I wanted him to tell Dad & Grandma. I felt as 
if he was waiting for me to say my last words. That is when I started to have second thoughts, 
although looking back, I believe he was innocently calling them on the phone to tell them of our 
adventure. 
 
We went in a straight line down the track an 1/8 of a mile (660 feet). I am told we went 96.24 mph in 
6.99 seconds. Would I do it again? ...maybe. 

 
 
 
 
 

SEE YOU NEXT MONTH! 
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Meetings:  2nd Tuesday of the month.  Time:  11:45 A.M. 

Place:  Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Revised: September 20, 2009 

 
NAME _________________________________________________________________ 

 
BUSINESS NAME _______________________________________________________ 

 
BUSINESS ADDRESS ___________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ZIP CODE ___________________ 

 
BUSINESS PHONE ___________________Ext ________ FAX __________________ 

 
HOME ADDRESS _______________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ZIP CODE ___________________ 

 
HOME PHONE NUMBER _______________________________________________ 

 
E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________________ 

 
BUSINESS CATEGORY _________________________________________________ 

 
BIRTHDAY ____________________________SPOUSE ________________________ 

 
                                    Category of Membership (Circle):IndividualCorporate Retired Spouse 
 
                                    COMMITTEE OF INTEREST:  (Circle those of interest) Annual Banquet, Directory, Fair, Finance,  golf 
                                    Tournament, Government Affairs, Membership, Mentoring/Scholarships, Speakers, Web Page 
 
                                    Send Newsletter and Information:  Home Address  Business Address E-mail 
 
                                    Sponsored by: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

                                    One Time Application Fee  50.00Mail Application to: 
                                    Annual Dues Individual      115.00Northside Business Leaders 
                                    Annual Dues Corporate      300.00P.O. Box 28554 
                                    Annual Dues Retired Spouse 35.00 Jacksonville, FL 32226-8554 
 
                                  Questions Contact: Glenn Fowler, Membership Chair 
                                  Work: 765-2355 ��� �  Email: glenn_fowler@bellsouth.net 

 

CATEGORY INFO ON WEBSITE UNDER MEMBERSHIPS  


