
 
 

Meetings: 2nd  Tuesday of the month.  Time:  11:45A.M.  Place: Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens, Samburu Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

““ TThhee  NNoorrtthhssiiddee””   
 

JJuunnee  22001100  
 

Mission Statement 
To continually improve the Jacksonville business 

environment and quality of life in Jacksonville, wh ile 
serving the best interests of our members and the 

North Jacksonville community. 
 
 

Letter from the President  
 

June 2010  
 
Okay…..the calendar on my wall says summer begins on the 21st day of June.  However, my internal calendar 
determined it began about three weeks ago.  So, here’s a more accurate way to determine when summer 
really begins.  Take a shower….then take a five or ten minute walk outside.  If you need another shower when 
you’re finished………summer is here! 
We had a magnificent turnout for our May Meeting with 55 in attendance. It is wonderful that our members are 
taking an interest in what happens in our city: not only North Jacksonville, but in ALL areas of town! It is my 
hope that everyone has been paying close attention to the Hillwood project for Cecil Field.  We had an 
excellent exchange at our May meeting. 
It is exciting that one of our members, Nancy Burnett , is a contestant for Miss Senior Jacksonville!  If you are 
unable to attend the pageant on June 26th, please keep her in your thoughts. In addition don’t forget to vote  for 
Nancy (as many times as you like) by going to www.aseasonedaffair.com.   Voting starts on June12th and 
ends on June 19th.   GO NANCY!!!!!!   In addition, don’t miss Nancy’s interview on Shannon’s Spotlight on the 
website. 
The banquet committee is working diligently to obtain a guest speaker. We do have a few speakers in mind but 
be sure to contact Ray with your suggestions.  Ray Turner has put in many hours securing speakers for the 
monthly meetings, and we all owe him our sincere thanks for everything he does.  
On June 8, our speaker will be Sheriff Seagraves. Please make every effort to attend this interesting and 
informative meeting. I hope to see you there! 
Patricia 



Mark Your Calendar  

 

June 8, 2010  

Sheriff Seagraves 

Officer of the Quarter this meeting 

Ron Barton 

Executive Director of the Jacksonville Economic Dev elopment Commission 

Presentation on the Cecil Commerce Development Agre ement 

June 22, 2010  

Board Meeting  

***WE HAVE A NEW CLASSIFIED SECTION ON OUR WEBSITE! ***  

2009 Banquet  
There  are video clips of the banquet (including the NBL “Roar” on the website. You will have your 
choice of the standard or high resolution version. It is recommended that you have a DSL connection 
due to the large size of the files. 

 

Birthdays for June 

Ed Jones 09 Dorothy Ammons 09 

Paul Forte 16 Sollie Mitchell 20 

Herschel Vinyard, 
Jr. 

20 Scott Cates 22 

Percival 
Campbell, Sr. 

30   

    

    

    
 

REMEMBER TO WISH YOUR FRIENDS HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Check out our website at:  www.northsidebusinessleaders.com 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember the men and women in the U.S. Armed Forces  in your prayers! 

 

  
 
 

The 2009-2010  OFFICERS 
 
              President: Patricia Hamn 1 st VP: Rev.Ray Turner   2 nd VP:Glenn Fowler  3 rd VP: Michael Fisher 
                                        Chaplain: I saac Jones Secretary/Treasurer: Nancy Burnett 
                                Sergeant at Arms:Sh annon Elian, Mark Kaleel, Darrell Kelly, Sandy Gibb s & Jackie Revels 

Members 
The price for our luncheons is $15.00. We will no l onger mail the 
newsletter each month, but we will instead Email th e document to all 
members.  If you do not have email, please let us k now and we will 
get you a copy.  We will have copies available at t he luncheon 
meetings and you can pick one up from Nancy.  

 
 

THE FRANCES AND CLYDE MEMORIAL FUND  
Contributors to Date 

 
John Benso    Bob & Debbie Birtalan   Sidney & Kim Broward 
Steve Burnett   Grady Parker    Les Wages 
Gary Wallace 

 
 

 
If you have any exciting news or events to share wi th members, please forward this 
information to Nancy Burnett or Paul Forte by: 

Fax: 904-714-4596 or E-MAIL nmb7144596@bellsouth.ne t. 

This is your Newsletter and we want to share your n ews!  
All of our Club Members are so special.  Please let me know if you have any news for our Member column and keep us apprised of 

any special event or announcement.   
 
                                                           

 



Member News   
 

FIRST COAST VIES FOR TOURISTS 
 

Northeast Florida trying to attract vacationers worried about oil spill in Gulf. 
 
(Our own member) Mike Fisher of Flamingo RV Resort is offering 15 percent discounts to 
people who canceled their Gulf Coast vacations beca use of the oil spill). 
 
Flamingo Lake RV Resort is rolling out an offer to jittery vacationers who cancel reservations for 
getaways on Florida’s Gulf Coast – come to the other side of the state and get a 15 percent discount 
off Flamingo Lake’s daily rate. 
“Really, the objective is to keep the business in Florida,” said Mike Fisher, marketing director for 
Flamingo Lake in Jacksonville. 
He said he thinks 20 to 40 vacationers who otherwise would go to the Gulf Coast will wind up at 
Flamingo Lake, which is located on the Northside and touts being an easy drive to the Atlantic Ocean. 
But like other Northeast Florida businesses that cater to tourists, he’s still waiting to see how the oil 
spill – which hasn’t reached Florida beaches – will affect vacations this summer. 
Gulf Coast destinations have suffered some cancellations, but it hasn’t translated into a wave of 
business for Northeast Florida, according to interviews with tourism officials and businesses. 
 

TIMES UNION May 24, 2010 
 

VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL  
 

The name didn’t really mean anything to Ray Moore the first time he came across it. 
Edward McGrath, a gunner’s mate in World War II, Died in 1944, his body missing. 
Moore saw that name on a memorial plaque at the U.S. cemetery in Nettuno, Italy, as he looked for 
anyone from his hometown who might be buried there. 
McGrath, a Jacksonville native, was a graduate of Robert E. Lee High School. 
A few years later, Moore – now the chairman of the Duval County Veterans Memorial Wall committee 
– got a call from a woman he hadn’t seen in years, the mother of Eddie Miller, his childhood best 
friend. 
She’d heard about the wall of casualties Moore was planning, she said, and wanted to make sure her 
brother was listed. What’s his name, Moore asked. 
Ed McGrath, she said. He’s your friend’s namesake. 
Few of the names etched into the black granite monolith have such a personal connection for Moore, 
a 66 year old insurance agent and former high school coach. 
But as he runs a finger down the stone memorial and flips through the binders of photocopies and 
handwritten notes that trace the sacrifice of local service members, it’s clear how many connections 
have been forged. 
This soldier, a classmate of Moore’s was coming home from Vietnam when his helicopter was shot 
down. 
This sailor, who pitched pro ball for a while has a brother living in Riverside. 
Moore’s wife went to school with this guy. Moore coached these boys. That one’s daughter visits the 
wall because her father’s body is missing and the wall is the only site she has to mourn. 
“It’s amazing to know the men and women from our town have been involved in so much military 
history,” Moore said.  “You go through all the major battles and there’s a man from Jacksonville.” 
Two decades after Moore started thinking about a simple project, something honoring Andrew 
Jackson High School graduates who died in Vietnam, the work he created memorializes almost 1,700 
Jacksonville residents whose sacrifices date back to World War I. 



Member News cont.  
 

Four were killed in the attached at Pearl Harbor. Six lost their lives storming the beaches of 
Normandy at D-Day. About 60 of the names are active-duty services members who have died in the 
past decade. 
“It’s the altar of freedom in Jacksonville,” said Dan McCarthy, the city’s former military affairs chief 
who worked with Moore for years. “It’s a place where you can go to celebrate the bravery and the 
dedication of the men and women who have given their lives for their country.” 
 

TIMES UNION Sunday May 30, 2010  
 

(We recognize and commend Member Ray Moore for his dedication and commitment to those 
individuals who lost their lives serving their coun try. Thank you Ray for your hard work and 
recognition of those individuals.)  
 

   

 

Please remember to pass important events, and information along to us to share with the members.  
This is your Newsletter and we want to make it about you. 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Senior Jacksonville Pageant 

June 26, 2010 
Times Union Center 

Tickets-Contact your local ticketmaster 
For more information, please visit aseasonedaffair.com. 

 



Past Meetings  
May 11, 2010 

Angela Corey 
State Attorney 

 
 

 

Angela Corey, State Attorney & Ray Turner, "Corey-K erlin"  

STATE ATTORNEY ANGELA  COREY STATES SHE WOULD PUT ZAPPING DEVICES ON ALL 
PROBATION CASES! 

State Attorney Angela Corey in speaking to the NSBL May 11 meeting was short and to the point. 
Speaking before a packed house, Ms. Corey shared many of her first 18 months experiences in her 
new position.  

Clarifying the zapping device comment, she stated that those who were being monitored should they 
wander out of their confined areas; they could be zapped back by pressing a button! The comment 
drew a big applause from the audience.  

Other points of interest shared were; they are going to a paperless system, no city money used for 
operations among other things. Ms. Corey also stated that a “walk-over” between buildings was a 
priority due to safety issues and time for all employees.  

During the first year of her service 320 cases were tried and that they are screening all cases more 
carefully.  

Q & A followed and Patricia Hamn asked what Ms. Corey’s most difficult case was. The response 
was that “all cases are difficult”. However two that she mentioned were the Sommer Thompson case 
and the 15 year old who killed the pizza delivery woman. Of which she also stated that we “must 
teach children to stop picking up guns!”.  

As always Angela Corey was full of smiles, a delightful attitude and glowing with pride in her office’s 
performance. 

 Paul Forte, "Turbo Action" 

 



Northside Business Leaders 

Presents both sides of the story! 

"You Decide Forum" 

Cecil Field & Hillwood Proposal 

SUMMARY OF DEBATE  

Proponent Alberta Hipps introduced, Preston Herold representing Hillwood Developers.  

Mr. Herold stated that his company had been working on the Cecil Field project for over a year and 
that his company was the only one to actually bid on the project. He indicated, that they already have 
investments in Duval County such as 1.4 Million square feet on building space on Faye Road. 
Currently they are proposing paying $4.10 per square foot on land at Cecil. His view on current “fair 
value” pricing is the “price that the buyer and seller” agree to. He also pointed out that: Cecil brings in 
no taxes now and that the deal would “off-load” the capital burden on the City of Jacksonville.  
Hillwood has already developed a Master Plan for usage.  

Opposition PETER ANDERSON OF PATILLO DEVELOPERS  

Stated that he was against Hillwood at all, But that the project must bring in tax money to support the 
city.  He also stated that he represented 29 other developers who felt the same. He supports Hillwood 
in making all the land deals they can.  Mr. Anderson’s most concern centers upon the JEDC ‘s 
decision-making history.  He stated that the JEDC has a past filled with errors. Two were mentioned: 
The “shipyard” 40 million dollars later and still no sidewalk! LaVilla and it’s history on non completion.  
His theory is that the JEDC is over their head in this area of expertise. Also the fact that the city has 
spent over 140 million dollars on infrastructure thus is eliminating another expense on Hillwood.  His 
position was that Cecil field should be developed but it should also add 70 million to the tax roll over 
the next 25 years.   

Proponent RAY HOLT City Councilman District 11  

Mr. Holt stated several time that the “legislative process “ has just begun and nothing is final yet. That 
also “No Deal” would decrease property values.  That Cecil Field must be developed per law as 
agreed upon by the Navy/City of Jacksonville deal. He also stated that the city has failed in 
developing the land and that on two occasions the city actually gave the land away to developers. His 
position is that “the best offer” should be considered and that any and all contracts are subject to 
“tweaks and changes”.   

Opponent WARREN ALVAREZ Former City Councilman North Jax Businessman  

Stated that number one, he voted against the shipyard project when he was in office.  In regards to 
unusable land at Cecil, that all of Florida is “swampland”. His talking points included: The city should 
allow the proposed plan by Hillwood to be audited and that the “devil is in the details”. Mr. Alvarez 
also stated that the city should allow LLC’s (Limited Liability Corporations) to sign on to such projects 
in that they can walk away from the project at any time without any penalties. His position is that the 
Developer should sign their own name on any project.  A concern was also the JEDC and the 
previous history citing the new courthouse and 190 million dollars wasted. 

Ray Turner, "Corey-Kerlin"   

 



Shannon’s Spotlight  
May 28, 2010 

Nancy Burnett, Secretary – Northside Business Leaders & Contestant – Miss Senior Jacksonville 

This month, I had an interview with Nancy Burnett. She is the Secretary/Treasurer for the Northside 
Business Leaders, and we hope, the next Miss Senior Jacksonville! 

Nancy, and her husband, Steve, moved to Jacksonville 14 years ago from Charleston, North 
Carolina. Almost immediately, Nancy had a job as a legal secretary in the Gulf Life Building. She 
retired in 1994 with her list of things she wanted to do. She wanted to work in the community, 
especially with children. Soon after her retirement, she signed up with Big Brothers/Sisters. 
Nancy became our Secretary/Treasurer in 2002, when the current Secretary/Treasurer had to move 
away from Jacksonville to follow her husband. Nancy has been the Northside Business Leader’s 
Secretary/Treasurer ever since then, and she has done a fabulous job! 
Nancy is currently a contestant in the Miss Senior Jacksonville Pageant. The requirements for 
contestants are to be 60 years old, or older, and be a volunteer in the community. There are 9 
contestants hoping for the title. The pageant is June 26, 2010 at 2 P.M. at the Times Union Center. 
You may vote for Nancy as many times as you wish at aseasonedaffair.com. Her hope is to represent 
Jacksonville, and go on to be in the Miss Senior Florida pageant.  
Right now, you may be asking yourself what Nancy does in her “spare time.” She enjoys playing with 
her two cats. She is a member of a Red Hat Group. Once a month, the members have a meeting and 
go to a variety of places. There are 21 members currently. Nancy has professed to have met many 
wonderful people with her volunteer work, the Red Hat Club, and the Northside Business Leaders. 
Good Luck Nancy! We love you & support you! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Of Interest  
 

SYNOVUS CONSOLIDATES TWO LOCAL BANKS INTO PARENT  
 

Two more locally based banks will be consolidated into a parent bank in Georgia as Synovus 
Financial Corp. embarks on the largest multibank charter consolidation since Barnett Bank. 
The $32 billion company (NYSE: SNV), based in Columbus, Ga., has about 30 separate bank 
charters including two based in Jacksonville: Synovus Bank of Jacksonville and First Coast 
Community Bank based in Fernandina Beach. By Synovus banks said the company will consolidate 
all of the bank charters into one charter under the bank based in Columbus, called Columbus Banks 
and Trust Co. After that, the two local banks will retain their name as “a division of Synovus bank” as 
well as their employees, management and boards. 
Synovus is one of the few banks nationwide that continued to operate under a decentralized model 
like Barnett Banks Inc., where each bank subsidiary is under its own bank charter, board of directors, 
management and reports its own financials to regulators. 
The consolidation is set for around the end of May, pending regulatory approval. 
“The idea is that (each bank has) a finger on the pulse of the local community and a more local feel,” 
said Nathan Stovall, a senior industry editor for the banking group at global data provider SNL 
Financial. But the decentralized model is also “costly and more complicated.” 
While the consolidation will lead to greater efficiencies, Stovall and Synovus’ main goal is to maintain 
its well-capitalized levels as one bank and reduce the overlap among regulators. 
 “Our plan is to keep the current boards engaged and to keep the current boards engaged and to 
keep all of our people engaged exactly the way they are,” said Chip Townsend, president and CEO of 
First Coast Community Bank, which has 47 employees. 
Synovus Bank of Jacksonville’s president and chief operating officer, Damon Olinto, said none of its 
41 employees will be affected and the board members’ involvement will not change, but they will be 
more like an advisory board rather than being legally liable. 
However, a few bank programs will change. All of the Synovus banks offer deposit insurance up to 
$7.5 million for a single customer on a certificate of deposit or money market account because it 
could spread larger deposits among its different bank charters to get more insurance coverage. Six 
months after the banks are under one charter, that coverage will go down to the $250,000 being 
offered at most banks. 
On the lending side, however, Synovus banks will be able to offer larger loans without needing other 
banks to participate because it will have a higher legal lending limits as one, larger bank, Olinto said. 
Although other banks have consolidated multiple charters, Stovall said they were nowhere near the 
number that Synovus is consolidating. Banks are likely to continue to operate under the centralized 
model going forward. 
In 2009, two other local banks were consolidated by their parent. The number of Jacksonville-based 
banks with operations only in Northeast Florida will have shrunk from 18 in late 2008 to 14 once 
Synovus completes its consolidation. 
 

JAX Bus. Journal May 7 – 13, 2010  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHERE SENIORS SUFFERED, SHE STOPPED TO HELP 
 

Jacksonville nonprofit takes direct routes to deliv er aid to elderly 
 
It started a decade ago, when Mari Terbrueggen saw an elderly woman in a diabetic coma. She was 
in a wheelchair outside a Jacksonville senior center. 
Terbrueggen couldn’t believe how people walked by her at the curb of the downtown street without 
stopping to help. When she asked about the woman inside the facility, things didn’t get any better. 
“People said, ‘Oh, she didn’t have insulin today. It happens all the time.’” 
That was the day the idea for The Senior Life Foundation was born. At the same time, Terbrueggen 
already served on the Mayor’s Council on Elder Affairs. But the retired Prudential executive saw 
herself as more of a “hands-on, get up and get something done” person. 
Ten years later, the 71 year old has helped get plenty done for area senior citizens. The nonprofit 
Terbrueggan officially launched in 2002 has given more than $200,000 to local seniors with financial 
emergencies. They’ve included folks who otherwise would have had to choose between buying food 
or medication, or who faced eviction because they couldn’t pay their rent. 
There was the lady who needed a liner for her prosthetic leg attachment so she could walk, seniors 
who didn’t have any blankets or heat during winter, and the 90-something woman who couldn’t leave 
home because a tree fell on her wheelchair ramp. 
When needy seniors call the nonprofit’s hotline at (904) 268-9128 – a phone in the laundry room of 
Terbrueggen’s Mandarin home – they get a call back the same day.  A volunteer or board member 
then interviews the caller. If they feel the person’s need is genuine, a check is in the mail the next 
day. 
A person can get help only once and the assistance usually is capped at $250. Recipients have to be 
at least 60 years old, live in their own home, and have a monthly income of $1,000 or less. 
Terbrueggen says the rapid response aspect of the nonprofit is key, because many social service 
agencies have waiting lists full of people who really can’t wait for help. 
 
Mary Grimm, who began pitching in at the nonprofit a year ago, nominated her colleague for the 
“community champion” award. 
“ She saw a wrong and she wanted to make it right,” Grimm said. “She saw something that touched 
her to the depths and she acted on it. She didn’t walk away.” 
Terbrueggen never found out what happened to the woman in the wheelchair. But she’ll never forget 
the voices of the people she’s been able to help. 
“It is such a wonderful feeling to help a real, live person, ”Terbrueggen says. “The relief in their 
voices, when you tell them you’re going to help them.” 
 
(This organization was a priority with dear Clyde Jennings. I know he told us many times stories of 
the wonderful things Mari and her organization accomplish. Jim Fair is also a hard worker with this 
Senior service program. We greatly appreciate what they are doing for our seniors who need 
assistance).  
 
     TIMES UNION  May 5, 2010 

 
ARMOR HOLDINGS SPINOFF TO JOIN SPORTING GOOD COMPAN Y 

 
When defense contractor Armor Holdings Inc. acquired a small outdoor gear company called Gregory 
Mountain Products Inc. in 2004, there wasn’t much thought or effort put into growing the business. 
Three years later, Armor Holdings was sold for $4.5 billion, and Gregory Mountain was slated for 
closure. 

 
 



ARMOR HOLDINGS SPINOFF TO JOIN SPORTING GOOD COMPAN Y CONT. 
 

But now, Gregory Mountain, owned by former Armor Holdings executives Warren Kanders and Rob 
Schiller, is preparing to merge with two other companies to form Salt Lake City-based Black Diamond 
Equipment for an acquisition price of $135 million. 
The merger is exactly what Schiller had been hoping for to grow the business. 
“As serenity would have it, this is going to solve all three companies objectives at once,” said Schiller, 
who will be the merged company’s second-largest shareholder. 
Gregory Mountain specialized in designing and manufacturing technical backpacking and related 
mountaineering products and accessories.  Schiller, who lives in Jacksonville, and Kanders, who lives 
in Connecticut, acquired the Sacramento based company in 2008 in an all-cash deal for an 
undisclosed amount and almost immediately started looking for other companies to acquire. 
They discovered a company specializing in designing and manufacturing equipment for rock climbers, 
ice climbers, alpinists and skiers called Black Diamond Equipment Ltd. at a trade show in 2008. 
Black Diamond co-founder, President and CEO Peter Metcalf wanted to create liquidity for his 
investors and bring in long-term capital.  He began discussing the possibility of merging with Gregory 
Mountain in 2009. 
“We now expect to have the opportunity for growth on a much larger scale than has been previously 
available to us as a private company,” Metcalf said in a prepared statement about the mergers. 
Kanders also owns the third company that is the buyer in the merger, a former e-commerce software 
developer called Clarus Corp. Clarus (OTC: CLRS, PK) had cash to buy companies and a net 
operating loss of $231 million to carry forward. 
Kanders and Schiller both have plenty of experience growing companies. 
Armor Holdings started as a public company in Jacksonville in 1996 and made military vehicles, 
vehicle armor systems and life safety and survivability equipment for the military, law enforcement, 
homeland security and commercial markets. 
Kanders became the company’s chair and CEO in 2003 and Schiller became president of the 
company in 2004. 
Armor Holdings grew from a $365 million company in 2003 to a multibillion company when it sold 
three years later to Great Britain based BAE Systems Inc for $4.5 billion.  Rockville, Jd. Based BAE 
Systems develops civil and military aero-space, naval vessels, munitions and land warfare systems. 
The merger is expected to be finalized sometime during the second quarter. 
 
    JAX BUS. JOURNAL  5- 14 – 20, 2010  
  

 
TODAY’S THOUGHTS 

 
If you're too young to retire, just keep these hint s in mind.  It will come sooner than you ever 
dreamed. 
 

RETIREMENT 
 

If you are planning retirement, or already tired, let me share retirement experiences with you, which I hope will 
be helpful. 
 
A few years ago, my wife and I moved into a retirement development in North Central Florida called “The 
Villages”, with several golf courses, softball diamonds, and tennis clubs on Lake Fake-A-Hatchee. (There are 
3000 lakes in Florida: only three are real). 
 
Our biggest retirement concern was time management. What were we going to do all day? Let me assure you, 
passing the time is not a problem. Your days will be eaten up by simple, daily activities. Just getting out of your 



car takes 15 minutes. Trying to find where you parked takes 20 minutes. It takes ½ hour on the check-out line 
in Walmart, and one hour to return the item the next day. 
 
Let me take you through a typical day. We get up at 5:00 AM, have a quick breakfast and join the early 
morning “Walk and Talk Club.” There are about 30 of us, and rain or shine we walk around the streets, all 
talking at once.  Every development has some late risers who stay in bed until 6 AM. After a nimble walk 
avoiding irate drivers out to make us road kill, we go back home, shower and change for the next activity. 
 
My wife goes directly to the pool for her underwater Pilates class, followed by gasping for breath and CPR.  I 
put on my “Ask me about my Grandchildren” T-Shirt, my plaid mid-calf shorts, my black socks and sandals and 
go to the clubhouse lobby for a nice nap. 
 
Before you know it, it’s time for lunch. We go to Sam’s Club to partake of the many tasty samples dispensed by 
ladies in white hairnets. All free!  After a filling lunch, if we don’t have any doctor appointments, we might go to 
the flea market to see if any new white belts have come in and to buy a Rolex watch for $2.00. 
 
We’re usually back home by 2PM to get ready for dinner. People start lining up for the “early bird” about 3 P.M, 
but we don’t get there by 3:45 PM, because we’re late eaters. The dinners are very popular because of the 
large portions they serve. You can take home enough food for the next day’s lunch and dinner, including extra 
bread, crackers, packets of mustard, relish, ketchup and Sweet and Low along with mints. 
 
At 5:30 PM we’re home ready to watch the 6 o’clock news. By 6:30 PM we’re fast asleep. Then we get up and 
make 5 or 6 trips to the bathroom during the night, and it’s time to get up and start a new day all over again. 
 
Doctor related activities eat up most of your retirement time. I enjoy reading old magazines in sub-zero 
temperatures in the waiting room, so I don’t mind. Calling for test results also helps the days fly by. It takes at 
least half an hour just getting through the doctor’s phone menu. Then there’s the hold time until you’re 
connected to the right party. Sometimes they forget you’re holding, and the whole office goes off to lunch. 
 
Should you find you still have time on your hands, volunteering provides a rewarding opportunity to help the 
less fortunate. Florida has the largest concentration of seniors under five feet tall and they need our help. I 
myself am a volunteer for “The Vertically Challenged Over 80.” I coach their basketball team, The Arthritic 
Avengers. The hoop is only 4 ½ feet from the floor. You should see the look of confidence on their faces when 
they make a slam dunk. 
 
Food shopping is a problem for short seniors or “bottom feeders” as we call them, because they can’t reach the 
items on the upper shelves. There are many foods they’ve never tasted. After shopping, most seniors can’t 
remember where they parked their cars and wander the parking lot for hours while their food defrosts. 
 
Lastly, its important to choose a development with an impressive name. Italian names are very popular in 
Florida. They convey world traveler, uppity sophistication and wealth. Where would you rather live? Murray’s 
Condos or the Lakes of Venice? There’s no difference. They’re both owned by Murray, who happens to be a 
cheap SOB. 
 
I hope this material has been of help to you present and future retirees. If I can be of any further assistance, 
please look me up when you’re in Florida. I live in the village of Rio Ponderosa. Have a great week! (Watch out 
for the Alligators!) 
 

 
 
 

 
SEE YOU NEXT MONTH! 
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Meetings:  2nd Tuesday of the month.  Time:  11:45 A.M. 

Place:  Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Revised: September 20, 2009 

 
NAME _________________________________________________________________ 

 
BUSINESS NAME _______________________________________________________ 

 
BUSINESS ADDRESS ___________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ZIP CODE ___________________ 

 
BUSINESS PHONE ___________________Ext ________ FAX __________________ 

 
HOME ADDRESS _______________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ZIP CODE ___________________ 

 
HOME PHONE NUMBER _______________________________________________ 

 
E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________________ 

 
BUSINESS CATEGORY _________________________________________________ 

 
BIRTHDAY ____________________________SPOUSE ________________________ 

 
                                    Category of Membership (Circle): Individual Corporate Retired Spouse 
 
                                    COMMITTEE OF INTEREST:  (Circle those of interest) Annual Banquet, Directory, Fair, Finance,  golf 
                                    Tournament, Government Affairs, Membership, Mentoring/Scholarships, Speakers, Web Page 
 
                                    Send Newsletter and Information:  Home Address   Business Address  E-mail 
 
                                    Sponsored by: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

                                    One Time Application Fee  50.00  Mail Application to: 
                                    Annual Dues Individual      115.00  Northside Business Leaders 
                                    Annual Dues Corporate      300.00  P.O. Box 28554 
                                    Annual Dues Retired Spouse 35.00  Jacksonville, FL 32226-8554 
 
                                  Questions Contact: Glenn Fowler, Membership Chair 
                                  Work: 765-2355 ��� �  Email: glenn_fowler@bellsouth.net 

 

CATEGORY INFO ON WEBSITE UNDER MEMBERSHIPS  


